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Notes and Implications:  “The Green Mile a Turn for the Better” 
 
 
Analytical Sample 

• Book review 
• Higher performance level 
• Uses comparison/contrast as a method of analytical idea development 

 
 
Notes:  This is a higher performing example of analysis through subtle 
comparison/ contrast of a particular Stephen King novel.  While focusing on The 
Green Mile, the writer draws conclusions based on characteristics typical of 
King’s other novels.  This creates a much more subtle and insightful analysis 
than less successful reviews (e.g., writer listing reasons a reader would want to 
read the book vs. reasons a reader wouldn’t want to read the book with little idea 
development through support).  The review demonstrates the student’s thinking 
about the novel.  The student’s ability to discuss his/her analysis of The Green 
Mile (and, in turn, other King novels) demonstrates ownership and engagement 
in the writing. 
 
The piece illustrates an authentic focus, strong idea development and successful 
organization throughout. 
 
 
Instructional Implications:  Excellent sample of analytical book review.  Good 
sample to show a student drawing conclusions to provide support for his/her 
ideas and assertions. 
 

 
 
 












